
Article 42. - Emergency Safety Interventions 
 

91-42-1. Definitions. As used in this regulation and in K.A.R. 91-42-2, each of the following 

terms shall have the meaning specified in this regulation: (a) "Chemical restraint" means the use 

of medication to control a student's violent physical behavior or restrict a student's freedom of 

movement. 

(b) "District" means a school district organized under the laws of this state that is 

maintaining a public school for a school term pursuant to K.S.A. 72-1106, and amendments 

thereto. This term shall include the governing body of any accredited nonpublic school. 

(c) "Emergency safety intervention" means the use of seclusion or physical restraint when a 

student presents an immediate danger to self or others. Violent action that is destructive of 

property may necessitate the use of an emergency safety intervention. 

(d) "Mechanical restraint" means any device or object used to limit a student's 

movement. 

(e) "Physical escort" means the temporary touching or holding the hand, wrist, arm, 

shoulder, or back of a student who is acting out for the purpose of inducing the student to walk 

to a safe location. 

(f) "Physical restraint" means bodily force used to substantially limit a student's 

movement. 

(g) "School" means any learning environment, including any nonprofit institutional day 

or residential school and any accredited nonpublic school, that receives public funding or 

over which the Kansas state department of education has regulatory authority. 

(h) "Seclusion", when used with a student, means that all the following conditions are 

met: 



(1) The student is placed in an enclosed area by school personnel. 
 

(2) The student is purposefully isolated from adults and peers. 
 

(3) The student is prevented from leaving, or reasonably believes that the student will 

be prevented from leaving, the enclosed area. 

(i) "Time-out" means a behavioral intervention in which a student is temporarily removed 

from a learning activity without being confined.  

(Authorized by and implementing Article 6, Section 2(a) of the Kansas Constitution; 

effective P-  .) 



 

 
91-42-2. Policy, documentation, and reporting requirements. (a) Each district shall develop 

and implement written policies to govern the use of emergency safety interventions over all 

schools. At a minimum, written district policies shall conform to the definitions and 

requirements of these regulations, including that seclusion and physical restraint shall. be used 

only when student conduct meets the definition of necessitating an emergency safety 

intervention. Parents shall be annually provided with the written policies on the use of 

emergency safety interventions. The written policies shall include the following: 

(1) Policies and procedures for the use of emergency safety interventions: (A) 

Policies and procedures shall prohibit the following: 

(i) The use of prone, or face-down, physical restraint; supine, or face-up, physical 

restraint; physical restraint that obstructs the airway of a student; or any physical restraint 

that impacts a student's primary mode of communication; 

(ii) the use of chemical restraint, except as prescribed treatments for a student's 

medical or psychiatric condition by a person appropriately licensed to issue these 

treatments; and 

(iii) the use of mechanical restraint, except those protective or stabilizing devices 
 
either ordered by a person appropriately licensed to issue the order for the device or required 

by law, any device used by a law enforcement officer in carrying out law enforcement duties, 

and seatbelts and any other safety equipment when used to secure students during 

transportation; and 
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(B) written policies developed pursuant to this regulation shall be accessible on 

 
each school's web site and shall be included in each school's code of conduct, school 
 
safety plan, or student handbook, or any combination of these; 
 

(2) school personnel training consistent with nationally recognized training programs 
 
on the use of emergency safety interventions: 
 

(A) Training shall address prevention techniques, de-escalation techniques, and 

positive behavioral intervention strategies; 

(B) training shall be designed to meet the needs of personnel as appropriate to their duties 

and potential need for emergency safety interventions; and 

(C) schools and programs shall maintain written or electronic documentation on 

training provided and lists of participants in each training; 

(3) written parental notification whenever an emergency safety intervention is used. This 

notification shall be provided within two school days; 

(4) documentation of any incident of emergency safety intervention, which shall include 

the date and time of the intervention, the type of intervention, the length of time the 

intervention was used, and the school personnel who participated in or supervised 

the intervention; 
 

(5) procedures for the collection, maintenance, and periodic review of the use of 
 
emergency safety intervention at each school, which shall include the documentation 

described in paragraph(a)(4); and 
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(6) local dispute resolution processes. Each district shall develop policies that, at a 

minimum, shall include the following: 

(A) A complaint investigation procedure; 
 

(B) a procedure for parents to present written complaints to the local board of 

education to initiate complaint investigation by the local board of education; and 

(C) a procedure for parents, the school, and the Kansas state department of education to 

receive written findings of fact and, if necessary, corrective action from the local board of 

education within 30 days of filing of a complaint by a parent. 

(b) Each district shall develop a system to collect and maintain documentation for each 

use of an emergency safety intervention, which shall include the information described in 

paragraph (a)(4). 

(1) Information maintained by the school shall be compiled and submitted, at least 

biannually, to the district superintendent or district designee. 

(2) Documentation of any school's or district's use of emergency safety intervention shall 

be provided to the Kansas state department of education upon written request of the Kansas 

state department of education. 

(3) Each district shall report all incidents of emergency safety intervention to the 

Kansas state department of education by the date and in the form specified by the Kansas 

state department of education. An annual report shall be provided by the Kansas state 

department of education to the Kansas state board of education. 
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(Authorized by and implementing Article 6, Section 2(a) of the Kansas Constitution; 
 

effective P-  .) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


